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;Denver, Golorado, 
May 6, 1933. 

M r .  Henry Swan 11, 
P. 0. Box 204, 
Williamstown, Mass. 

Dear Henry: 

Your airmail l e t t e r  arrived yesterday, and a l so  your 
telegram . 

Your mother and I are very much d is t ressed  t h a t  your 
knee s t i l l  seems t o  be causing you trouble. I believe it may be 
w e l l  f o r  you t o  carry on as usual, and when you get  home, we w i l l  
endeavor t o  have the doctors determine whether o r  not any of t h e  
tendons were damgged. When I t o r e  the  ligaments i n  my knee, it 
was six months before I could walk on it and, as you know, it has 
bothered me of f  and on since then. 

If you wish t o  spend some time i n  Chicago on your way 
home v i s i t i n g  the Fair ,  it might be time w e l l  spent i f  you were 
t o  u t i l i z e  the  time i n  ge t t ing  the  benefit3,from the exhib i t s  
instead of patronizing too l i b e r a l l y  the*-Midwad' o r  whatever it 
is  they c a l l  the sect ion set apar t  f o r  t he  "Coney Island," 

A s  t o  your courses, I have always fe l t  -- and I think 
your mother i s  i n  accord -- t h a t  English is one of the most de- 
s i r ab le  subjects t o  take. In  fact, the  more English you can get,  
the  b e t t e r  off  you w i l l  be. Abili ty t o  express yourself c lear ly ,  
cogently and precisely,  e i the r  i n  writ ing o r  i n  speech, cannot be 
too s t rongly emphasized. As t o  art, it seems t o  me t h a t  t h i s  
c u l t u r a l  subject may be deferred as something t o  work upon all 
through l i f e  i n  your reading, supplemented by v i s i t s  t o  good 
exhib i t s  here and abroad and discussions with those most capable 
of passing on the  faci l i t ies  of an appreciation of art. 
i s  exceedingly valuable and desirable.  

Philosophy 
The same might be said of 

psy C h O l O Q o  

A t  the  same time, it seems t o  m e  t h a t  a knowledge of 
h i s tory  and economics i s  almost essent ia l .  Probably one of the  
most important f ac to r s  effect ing your l i f e  w i l l  be your a b i l i t y  t o  
observe and understand human re la t ions ,  To do this properly i n  the  
mass as di f fe ren t ia ted  from the individual,  certain fundamentals 
are necessary, mat ha8 happened i n  human r e l a t ions  i n  the  pas t  
may serve as some guide t o  an understanding of human re l a t ions  i n  
the  fu tu re ,  It i s  only through a study of the  h is tory  of t he  human 
race t h a t  t he  background may be obtained. These human re l a t ions  
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embrace cer ta in  a c t i v i t i e s  which have been more o r  less constant 
i n  character i n  t h e i r  e f f ec t s  throughout the  period of history,  
and insofar as these cover the business re la t ionships ,  t he  bas i s  
of the study of these i s  economics. 
adoption of this course i n  terms of vocational work subsequently, 
such as banking, bond business o r  the  mercantile trades. I am 
thinking of it primarily i n  terms of your being f i t t e d  for an 
understanding of what is going on a m n d  you near and far, a d  
your capacity f o r  understanding -- whether you are a teacher, a 
lawyer, a doctor, a writer, a business man, or whatnot. 

And I am not  thinking of your 

It would be my impression t h a t  you should ge t  all t h e  
English t h a t  you can. I n  addition t o  t h i s ,  philosophy, his tory,  
economics and psychology would be desirable. I n  a world of con- 
s t an t ly  changing soc ia l  re la t ionships  we would be d e r e l i c t  i n  our 
duty t o  you i f  we did not suggest t h a t  you ge t  as much h is tory  and 
economics as you can work i n t o  your English and philosophy majors. 
This would give you a proper understanding of changing events and 
f i t  you b e t t e r  t o  adapt yourself t o  such changes i n  t h e i r  occurrence. 

Should you have any decided determinetion as t o  what you 
want t o  do when you have l e f t  college, t h i s  might have some bearing 
on the subject,  but a t  t h e  moment it would not  have a very grea t  
bearing with m e ,  I think I to ld  you before you went t o  Filliams -- 
o r  cer ta in ly  not la ter  than the  first Christmas holiday after you 
went there  -- t h a t  I did not expect you t o  use your college course 
a t  W i l l i z m s  as vocational t ra ining;  t h a t  I wanted you t o  browse 
around, taking advantsge of t he  courses t h a t  you l iked and t h a t  
would best f i t  you t o  adopt a philosophy of l i f e  t h a t  not only would 
give you happiness, but make you broader -- bigger mentally -- and 
serve as t h e  base from which t o  buik? your ideas. I still feel the  
sane way and, if you have acquired o r  do acquire a predi lect ion f o r  
some d e f i n i t e  vocation when you have f inished college, some post- 
graduate work along the  l i n e s  desired w i l l  accomplish t h a t  resu l t .  

I have no doubt you read a book t h a t  was i n  your room at 
holiday season, which w a s  sent  me when I was s ick las t  December. 
If memory serves m e  correctly,  i t  is  en t i t l ed ,  nThe Mark of an 
Educated M a n . ”  
one’s s o c i a l  r e l a t ions  with others,  taken la rge ly  from a study of 
psychology. 

A grea t  deal of emphasis was  placed i n  the book on 

It seems t o  m e  t h a t  you have done exceedingly w e l l  i n  
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your soc ia l  re la t ions.  
deavor may come from some teaching o r  prompting from others, 
but primarily comes from observance and self-discipline,  i f  
one i s  t o  accomplish the m a x i m u m  i n  t h i s  regard. 
dously pleased and gra t i f i ed  with your progress i n  t h i s  
connection, and a l e t t e r  from your Uncle J h y  as  to your f r iends  
i n  Princeton has given me a great  deal of pr ide i n  your accomplish- 
ment. 
your extra curr icular  a c t i v i t i e s ,  You are, however, approaching 
the  time when you w i l l  be keen and eager t o  know def in i t e ly  what 
you w i l l  want t o  do as your vocation two years hence, 
c rys t a l l i ze s  i n  your mind, a program may be developed'which w i l l  
enable you t o  f i t  yourself f o r  doing it. I n  the  meantime, give 
some thought t o  the foregoing ideas, and i f  they meet with your 
approval, w e  will be very w e l l  sa t i s f ied .  

Excellence i n  t h i s  f i e l d  of  human en- 

I am tremen- 

Of course, I am always pleased with your school work and 

As this 

Very affect ionately,  
, 

HS: A 


